
 
Duke of York Meadow – Summary of the management plan 

 
Brief description 
The Duke of York Meadow is located near Birtsmorton at grid reference SO 782 354. The 
reserve is a 2.1 hectare neutral hay meadow (NVC classification MG5), surrounded by mature 
hedgerows and a small seasonal stream on the western boundary.  
 
The grassland has never been treated with chemicals or ploughed in recent times. It has a very 
rich flora with over 120 species recorded. Of these, the carpets of wild daffodils which flower 
each spring are its best known feature, but most of the typical meadow species also occur here. 
Butterflies are numerous, with over 20 species recorded.  
 
Key species include wild daffodil, devil’s-bit scabious, pepper saxifrage, green-winged orchid 
and great burnet, an uncommon plant in Worcestershire. 
 
The Historic Environment Record for Worcestershire records ancient ridge and furrow on site.  
 
The reserve is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, last notified in 1986. It lies within 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Malvern Chase Living Landscape, which has been identified as a 
target area for the Trust to try and increase biodiversity through partnership working with 
other landowners, and in Natural England’s Severn and Avon Vale landscape area. 
 
There is a small viewing area suitable for 2 cars, although public access is not permitted on the 
site. 
 
Management Aims 
The primary aim is to maintain the diversity and quality of the hay meadows to maintain the 
Site of Special Scientific Interest in favourable condition. The wild daffodils are a key feature of 
the site, and while routine hay meadow management should benefit this population, 
monitoring of the daffodil numbers should be undertaken where possible. 
 
Secondary objectives would include fulfilling our legal obligations and meet the criteria of the 
Higher Level Stewardship agreement. 
 
Rationale 
The Duke of York meadow is botanically rich unimproved neutral hay meadow, especially 
notable for its wild daffodils. There have been high national losses of this semi-natural, 
traditionally farmed habitat due to agricultural improvement; the total English resource of 
unimproved lowland hay meadows and pastures is estimated to be about 4000 hectares 
(Jefferson, 1996: in Bruce (ed.), 1999). Surveys in 1991 and 1997 show that Worcestershire has 
at least 860 hectares, which is approximately 20% of England’s remaining resource, and there is 
therefore a national responsibility to protect them. 
 



Maintenance of this resource, as well as the potential to use it to acquire or influence 
neighbouring land to expand the coverage of unimproved hay meadow, is in line with the 
objectives of the Living Landscape approach and the County Habitat action plan. 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust has recently acquired the Ryefield meadows across the road, with 
the potential for these to be of equal value with restorative management. 
 
Summary of management 
 
Grassland: 

 Carry out late hay after 15th July to allow meadow plants to seed. 

 Follow up the hay cutting with aftermath grazing using cattle.  

 Control injurious weeds to prevent them occupying more than 5% of the sward. 

 Prevent encroachment from scrub and bramble. 

 Monitor the grassland to assess management. 

 Manage hedge boundaries to prevent shading while maintaining quality. 
 


